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I Epiſtle of Joun li. 8. 


He that committeth fin is of the devil; for the 
devil finneth from the beginning. For this 

pur poſe the Son of God was mami feſted that 

be might defiroy the works of the devil. 


| E are met together, Sirs, on the very 
important - buſineſs of Reformation. 
A A ſound this, which will ever be de- 
lightful to the ear of the wiſe and 
good! And to us of theſe nations it ought to 
be peculiarly dear, both as men and chriſtians ; 
that famous æra of our national reformation 
from popery, ſerving to remind us, of what (I 
hope) will neyer be forgotten, namely, a delive- 
rance from the moſt fatal ignorance,  ſuperſticion 
and bigotry, by which the minds of men had 
been ſo long enſlaved; which merciful event 
hath. paved the way to thoſe unſpeakable privi- 
leges, and to that height of liberty, civil. and 
religious, which is the boaſt and the glory of 
Britons., + © "EO & Tris "In 
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Reformation, in the whole compaſs. of the 
ſubje, extends to our religious principles and 


ſentiments, to our ſtated. modes of wor- 
ſhip and devotion, and to the inward tempers 
= diſpoſitions of mens minds, as well as to 
their external conduct and manners ; things - 
which have a cloſe and neceſſary connexion with 
one another, as they xdpeg} the everlaſting feli- 
city of individuals: but with reſpect to commu- 
nities or collective bodies of men, a proper regu- 
latiom of the out ward behaviour, a reformation. 
tbe. motels, is the ſpecial. and uniform object o 
our attention. Nor does it appear, either from 
teaſdn or \revelation, that the force of human 
laws, or the coercive power of magiſtrates or 
others, ought ever to be farther extended: while 
it is as evident from both, that the ſafety of our 
rſons, the ſecurity of our properties, the 
order:and: benefit of communities, and the admi- 
niſtration of civil government, as well as che ho- 
nour of God and true religion, are highly inte- 
reſted in the juſt exertibn of ſuch power and the 
execution of fuck laws. 


. ann 175 £5. Hon eee denne 
The ſphere of your activity as a Society lies 
wWichitz a yet narrower compaſs; for the vicious 
practices yu propoſe to ſuppreſs are meerly the 
more ndtorious-\and ſcandalous articles of pro- 
faneneſs" and * debauthery ;' fuch inſtances of 
cownrighe wickedneſs as every ſober and virtu- 
outs: mie} muſt needs deteſt: practices, which 
are a common annayance'to mankind,” a ſcandal 
to the cliriftian name, a contradiction to the 

chyiftian hope, and a daring affront to the Ma- 
jeſty of heaven and earth; and which call * 
| 2 | 18 
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his ſevereſt judgments upon the nation wherein 
they prevail: Vices hich, it is difficult to ſay, whe- 
ther it is moſt for the intereſt of religion or of found 
policy to diſcoutage and ſuppreſs. For rigbieonſ- 
-neſs exalleih a nation, but fin is @ repreach to any 
people. e ng | | | | 


To make ſome repreſentation of the nature 
and importance of your arduous undertaking ; 
to animate and fortify your minds againſt the 
great and ſingular difficulties which attend it; 
and to engage the chriſtian and generous aſſiſt- 
ance of 'others, even all the friends of religion, 
nay of 'morality and common decency, 'in for- 
warding ſo laudable and beneficial, a work, is 
the ſervice expected from me on the preſent oc- 
caſion. To anſwer which ends I know of no 
ſubject more ſuitable, than the text before us; in 
which words two things preſent themſelves to 
view. L | 


3 


© Firſt,We have the fatal eonnexions and conduct 
of the vicious and profane. They are of the de- 
vil, and do his works. 


Secondly, The bleſſed and important errand of the 
Son of God, namely, to deſtroy the works of the devil: 
This was his deſign in becoming incarnate, the 
very buſineſs on which he was commiſſioned. and 
ſent into the world, nor will he fail to accom- 
pliſh the arduous work which his Father hath 
anointed and ſent him to perform: Animating 
truth to all that fear God! for ſince they have 
ſo potent and ſo a, a Leader to N 
$ #1 7] 21 D 2 VT eee 


Prov. xiv, 34+ 
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their'righteous cauſe; atd to ſucceed and bleſa 
their humble and 2ealous (though feeble) at- 
e in promoting his glory and che welfare 
of their fellow - creatures, with what courage and 
firmneſs may they join, and perſevere in their 
ſpiritual conflict with the powers of darkneſs? 


In purſuing this noble ſubject to the purpoſe 
in hand, I muft briefly attend to the following 


1. Enquire what we are to underſtand by the 


works of the devil, and why they are ſo called? 


II. Conſider the perſon and work of the 
FBS perſon. and work . Son 


III. The manner and the means of his ac- 
compliſhing this bleſſed work. 


IV. Make ſome application of the ſubject to 
the preſent occaſion, n. n | 


I. We enquire what is meant by the works of 
the devil, and why ſo called? 8 


Hlereby in general is meant all the fin and 
wickedneſs which is committed in the world; 
all that moral turpitude and enormity which is 
found in the hearts and actions of men. 


og By the works of the devil underſtand ſin in 
general, all the ſins of men. All fin is a vio- 
lation of the will of the great Creator. It is - 
N e 88 


for the Reformation of Mannern. 5 
tranſgreſſion of his holy and righteous law, 3 
failure in our neceſſary allegiance, a rebellion 
againſt his rightful authority, a revolting from 
his dominion 'and rnment; and this rebel. 
lion is indeed as the fin of witchcraft *, it faſci- 
nates, beguiles, benumbs the ſinner's conſcience, 
and puſhes him on, from bad to worſe, till in 
the end his iniquity is found to be hateful. And 
in this ſenſe, the whole world lieth in wickedneſs +. 
Sinners are under the conduct of a deceitful and 
ſelf-deceiving heart, being alienated from God 
and gels rone to evil, and enemies in their 
min wicked works; the ſcriptures pro- 
nounce, that there is none righteous, no not one; 
there is none that underſtandeib, none that ſeeketh 
after God. . They are all gone out of the way, they 
are altogether become unprofitable, there is none that 
doth good, no not one . All have ſinned, and come 
Hort of the glory of God d. Guilt and depravity 
make one dreadful load, which extends its 
weight to all the human race, and had inevita- 
bly ſunk us in endleſs woe, but for the maniſeſ- 
tation of the Son of God. Burt, TOY 


2. By the works of the devil, underſtand more 
eſpecially thoſe flagitious and daring crimes 
which multitudes of mankind run into; All 
men are ſinners, but all run not into the ſame 
exceſſes of riot. We read of fooliſh and hurtful 
luſts, wwhich drown men in perdition and deſtrutjion ||; 
as alſo of thoſe, who being paſt feeling, (having. 
their conſcience ſeared as with an hot iron) give 
themſelves over unto laſciviouſneſs, to wort all un- 


cleanneſs 


1 Sam. xv. 23 Ie 
+ 1 John v. 19 1 Tim, vi. 9. 
1 Rom, iii. 10—12 
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cleanneſi with greedineſi. All that is in the fvorltd, 
( ſays the apoſtle John) in the world as it now 
ſtands, is tbe luſt of ibe fleſh, the Juſt: f the cye, 
aA ud ibe pride of life 1. There are the luſts both 
of the fleſh and of the mind, and when a perſon 
gives himſelf up and becomes abandoned to ei- 
ther, he is transformed as it were into a 
devil or a brute. Theſe are the works of the 
fleſh, of which we have the fad and affecting ca- 
talogue, Gal. v. 19. Now the works of the fleſb 
are manifeſt, «which are theſe: Adultery, fornication, 
* uncleanneſi, laſciviouſneſs, idolatry, witchcraft, ba- 
ired, variance, emulations, wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, 
bereſies, ettuyings, murders, drunkenneſs, revel- 
ings, and ſuch like; of the which I tell you before, 
as have alſo told you in times paſt, that they who 
o ſuch things ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
Such groſs and vile enormities not only bring 
{wift deſtruction on the heads of the tranſgreſſors 
themſelves, but are alſo miſchievous and dange- - 
rous to others: | Accordingly it is worth remark- 
ing, that the apoſtle, previous to a like black aſſem- 
blage of characters in the laſt days, calls them 
perilous times : Suggeſting thereby the perni- 
cious effects of ſuch baſe examples; and the dan- 
gers they expoſe a nation or people to, where 
they are winked at and allowed. Awful are the 
words of the prophet to Iſrael; Hear the word of 
the Lord, ye children of Hrael, for the Lord bath a 
controverſy with the inbabitants of the land, becauſe 
there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God 
mthe' land: but ſwearing, and hing, and killing, 
and ſtealing,” and committing adultery ;\they . break 
out, and blood toucheth blood. Therefore ſhall the 
| land 


„ Eph. iv. 1g. + 12 Tim, fi. 2. 
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land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein ſhall 
languh *. When ſuch abominations prevail With 
1 5 nation ripens apace for ruin; hap · 

people when iniquity is made to 
Ede its de its — andthe wile tranſgreſſor is aſhamed 
to ſhew. his face: Ho ardently ſhould we put 
up the ſacred petition, - < Let the-wickedneſs of 
the wicked come to an end, but do thou eſtabliſh 
the Juſt, for the . N _—_— the "ES 

reins: 3017 . . 
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"Theſe are the things my tent, calls the 1 
of the devil; and why they are fo called, is the 
ſecond: branch. of the preſent enquiry. Nor is 
there any difficulty to ſhew the propriety of the 
lation. In order however to enter into the 
ſpitit and forte of the a) LNG it is ne 
to ) oblerve,',: 1 


13 irſt, That . opens with the oo 
trine of angelt, good and bad: it acquaints us 
with an order of knowing intelligent inviſible 
creatures, of capacities and powers vaſtly ſupe- 
rior. to man: it acquaints us with the apoſtaſy 
of a part of the / angelic world from their duty 
and alle ance to their Maker. It repreſents 
theſe wicked apoſtate ſpirits as perſiſting in their 
rebellion, as being the avowed enemies to God 
and goodneſs, and as exerting their utmoſt 
influence in our world, for the defacing his 
* and oppolng-! his: glory... On this ac- 


* 


tan b * 


Nag Secondly, 


Hoſea ir. gig; 4 Palm vii, 9. 1 
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| | Secondly, \ We read, . Pra the dale 
| they have been the moſt fatal and invidious foes 
to the human race. The hiſtory of the old ſer 
pent is given us, in almoſt the firſt chapter of 
dur Bibles, and in it is given the certain origin 
of evil in our world: Through the falſhood and 
wiles of Satan, our firſt father was ſoon tempted 

and betrayed into à ſad and ruinous revolt from 
God: A revolt which hath introduced and en- 
- failed guiltineſs, depravity, miſery, and death 


1 mankind. | 


; Thirdly, As "ty Kun ofin man's *s original a apo- 

ſtaſy, the devil and his angels have . a 
dangerous influence over the minds of ſinners 
by the righteous permiſſion of heaven. The 
tempter has acceſs to our ſpirits, and a power to 
ſuggeſt to our minds, to irritate our paſſions, 
— ſtrongly and with great impetuoſity to 
the commiſſion of evil: our guilt. renders us ex- 
poſed, and our depravity an eaſy prey to that 
roering lion, - wha: walketh about ſeeking whom be 
-may dt vonn *, It is on this account the ſcripture 
ſtiles him, The god of this world, the prince 
of the power of the air, the ſpirit that now work- 
eth in the children of diſobedience+;” by whom 
they are ſaid to be led captive at bis tvill : nay, 
bat be hath thy pawer of death:in bis. hand$; not 
the power of a ſovereign or judge. but of an exe- 
cutioner to inflict calamities, and woes, and ſor- 
rows, and death itſelf upon the finally wicked 
and Gilobedicnt, - It is therefore obvious both 


from 


, 1 Pet, v. 8, f 2 Tim. ii, 26, 
# Bphs iis a, $ Heb, il. 46. 
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from ſcripture and facts, that man with all his 
boaſted freedom is a captive and a flave to the 
prince of darkneſs, a willing captive, who takes 
pleaſure in his chains: and is the ſpiritual 
tyranny and power which Satan exerciſes over the 
minds of the wicked, that, if the grace of our 
God prevent not, he plunges their ſouls at 
length into certain and endleſs perdition. 


Upon theſe principles it is eaſy to aſſign the 
reaſon why the ſins of men are called the works 
of the devil. Inaſmuch as the devil led the way 
to apoſtaſy by his own infernal example; in- 
aſmuch as he was the immediate agent and in- 
ſtrument of ſeducing the human race; and in- 
aſmuch as the ſins of men are the materials on 


which he works, for erecting, maintaining, and 


fo 


ſtrengthening the throne of iniquity in the world; 
and for oppoſing the kingdom of God, and the 
deſigns of his mercy and grace amongſt the 
ſons of men.” The devil is a cunning and an 
aſſiduous foe, ſkilful to watch every opportunity, 
and to take every advantage for eſtabliſhing his 
kingdom ; he knows how to avail himſelf of the 
-pride and paſſion, the cruelty and malice, the 
1gnorance and folly, the bigotry and ſuperſti- 
tion, as well as of the more brutal luſts and ap- 
petites of men ; for reſiſting and weakening the 

intereſts of truth and holineſs, and for the for- 
warding his own murderous deſigns upon the 
children of men. But for this purpoſe the Son of 
God was manifeſted, that be might deſtroy the works 
of the devil, | 


Which brings us to our ſecond general head, 
C II. To 


\ 5 — * | * —— — - 
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II. To conſider the perſan and wort of the Son 
of God. And here we have opening to our 
view the riches of divine compaſſion and love 
to man: merey 'immeaſurable ! love immenſe 
compaſſion molt free and full and overflow- 
ing extending itſelf to the caſe of the very chief 
of ſinners; to the pardoning the moſt hainous 
and accumulated guilt, and to the effectual deli- 
verance-of thoſe from the bondage of ſin and Sa- 
tan, who ſeemed moſt ſecurely held in his en- 
ſlaving and deſtructive bonds. What we call 
goſpel, is a declaration of this merciful decree of 
heaven, this adorable deſign of God to counter- 
act. and effectually defeat the counſels: of dark- 
[neſs : and herein the foundation and baſis of all 
human hope is laid, namely, in the doctrine of 
the perſon and work of the Son of God. He is re- 
vealed under the intereſting character of the on 
Mediator between God and man. The grand, the 
ſole commiſſioner of heaven, full of grace and 
truth, able and willing to accompliſh the work 
his Father ſent him to perform; which work was 
the complete redemption of tranſgreſſors: a re- 
demption both by purchaſe and by power; ſuch 
a redemption as might make way for the believ- 
er's intire deliverance from the curſe and penalty 
of a broken law, and for diſplaying the united 
glories of the divine perfections in his ſalva- 
nr irt! 1 


Now this was a work too great and” difficult 
to be undertaken by man or angel; a creature 
of the moſt exalted capacities and powers was 
found unequal to ſuch a charge; which there- 
fore of neceſſity devolved on the Son of God; 


and 


/ 
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and thus devolved by the appointment of hea- 
ven, tobe intent thatinow unto principalities. and 
powers in heaventy places, might be known by (or 
by means of) the church the manifold wiſdom of 
God '*, The ſafety and glory of, yo church de- 

upon the capacity and grace of its Redeem- 
ney monkey 44 9 Chridt is in himſelf, and 
what he is to us, by the appointment of the Fa- 
ther, unite in our conſideration of the riches. of 
the divine ovempaltiobs; o fallen men. | 


Fa * two or three things deſerve our dif- 
tinct Wer eee and regard. | | 


The dignity of the Medigtor's 85 perſon, | 


« The Son of God, God's own, his only begot- 
en and eternal Son.“ Nor is this an empty 
name and title, it is moſt evidently expreſſive of 
the intrinſic excellency of his nature and the un- 
created glories of his perſon. The ſcriptures 


abound in aſſertions of this kind, and furniſn 


the chriſtian's faith with an object truly divine: 
We are taught to view him as nothing leſs than 


Cad manifeſt in the fleſb f declared to be the Son of 


God witii power F—who being in the form of God 
thought it not robbery to be equal with Cod d. Nor 
is it poſſible that his claim ſhould be ill founded, 

while he is expreſly aſſerted to be he brightneſs 
of bis Father's glory, and the expreſs image of bis 
perſon : and concerning whom it is further de- 


clared, that he upholdeth all things by the-word of 


his power; as well as made: the world at firſt : 


re n and in amazing compaſſion to 


* Ep b. ii Ws Phil. ii, 6. 


1 Nom ie, i. ; 16, | Heb, i. 2, 3+ 
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the ſouls of men, He made birmfelf of no re- 
putation, took upon him the form of a ſer- 
vant, and was made in the likeneſs of men.” 
That is, he voluntarily condeſeended to aſſume 
the human nature, and the character and work 
of a ſervant, becoming obedient unto death, 
even the death of the croſs, 1 ſubject in all 
things to the will of his Father, for the fake of 
obtaining an eternal redemption for us: but while 
theſe things wonde inhance the Redeem- 
er's love, they no way leſſen or eclipſe the real 
glory of his perſon, which is uniformly propoſed 
to our faith, in ſuch a; point of light as ſerves 
to give the chriſtian the moſt affecting view of 
the love of God in ſo great and un able a 
gift, and in providing ſo ſolid a ground for his 
truſt and triumph. in tbis was manifeſt the love 
of Gad towards us, becauſe that God ſent his only be- 
gotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
bim For God ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that | whoſoever belieueth in 
him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life . 


2. The Son of God was manifefted, This ex- 
preſſes his commiſſion. and furniture both: his 
work was of ſuch a nature, that it was neceſſary 
the Son of God ſhould become the ſon of man, that 
is, ſhould aſſume our nature, and become incar- 
nate: for in undertaking our cauſe he under- 
took to pay the full price of our redemption; 
forgiveneſs of ſin was to be obtained only by 
making propitiation, for toit bout ſbadding of blood 
there could be no remiſſon t; 'wherefore it was 
neceſſary he ſhould have ſomewhat to 2 : 

ou 


* x Joha iv. | Heb. in, 2 
t Ns ii i. 1. I : | * 
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tould be furn with a, nature in which he 
might ſuffer z, the. juſt for the unjuſt, that he 

might bring us to God; thus he who knew 

n was. made fin for us, that we might be m 

the righteouſne{sof God APY: and & foraſmuch 
as the children are ers of fleſh and 
- blood, he alſo himſelf Mevise took of; — 
lame; that through death he might 
that had the power of death, that is, the 7 7 
and deliver them who 8 h fear of death 
were all their life-time ſubject to bondage |,” 
This is the great and 8 — 1 in the myf- 
tery of godlineſs, namely, © God was manifeſt in 
the fleſh.” Te was manifeſt in his incarnation, 
manifeſt in his perſonal miniſtry, manifeſt on the 
croſs, manifeſt in his reſurrection and aſcenſion, 
and is now. made 1 in our goſpel : for 
we have not. followed au, ly deviſed fables (ſays 
Be apo) when wwe made known to you the power 
277 our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but were Se- 

8 a of Majeſty. 2 Pet. 1. 6. 


100 We have the = his manifeſtation among 
the ſons of men, namely, to deſtrey the works 
of the devil. The term def, comprehends 
the whole work of the church's ſalvation from 
firſt to — It includes the eternal determinate 


parpok pe plan of divine wiſdom and love, the 
al ee and work of the Saviour in 
— fulneſs of = and all the exertions of power 
and grace, divine, in the actual converſion of 
ſinners to God, in the maintenance and advance- 
ment of the divine life in the chriſtian's heart, as 
alſo the ſeveral interpoſitions of providence, in 


controling and defeating the malice of earth er 
he 


5 2 Cor. V. 21. } Heb. ii. 15. 
5 
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M AVvtxMon before dhe eekerr ; 
Hell, till lie ſhall bave raiſed all his 7 fol- 


a no Tos nge Pts laid di « 
accomplifhing-this bleſſed work; or how the 
Son of God bath, or will deſtroy] the' works of 


ITY 


fog Fs were we to eaten our 


ice,” 


"i 4 * 4 4% 1 ? $74 $6 7 | " \ ri} 


1. Our bleſted newer the Sh of God. 
; NY laid the foundation of this x reat work in 


His own ſufferings and death. e works of 
the devil could hot be deſtro yed but hy the 
death of the deliverer z Satan's great hold of hu- 
man nature is owing to our guiltineſs before 
God, which expoſes to the wrath and curſe of 
heaven: F undamentally therefore to all actual 
*ddliverince a ranſom muſt- be paid, an atone- 
ment and ſatisfaction made to the law and juſ- 
Tice of God; and this our bleſſed Redeemer hath 
accomp lite once for all by his great oblation; 
"why" 2576 by E ole offering perfedted for ever 
them that are ſanttified'*, He having finiſhed tranſ- 


greſnon and made an end of fin,” the bleſſings of 


'pardon and peace, holineſs and eternal life, be- 
cone the ſure gifts of grace to all his ſpiritual 
ſeed, that is, to all who believe and turn to the 
Lord; for by him all that _— are Juli iel 
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from all things. from which they could not be au- a 
Jed bythe late , Moſes'F , and this is the door of 
W a 


2. The Son of God deſtroys the works of the 
devil by the efficacy of his grace on the hearts 
and conſciences of men, through the goſpel, 
Chriſt's mediatorial commiſſion and work does 

not conſiſt meerly in his making atonement 
for our ſins, but alſo in his ſetting up a kings. + 
dom of grace and holineſs in the hearts of ſins” 
ners: As a reward of his ſufferings on the croſs, 
he was crowned with glory and honour : Him 
hath God exalted with his own right hand; and it 
was to this very end, fo give repentance unto Fer 
and forgiveneſs of ſins +. And as the fruit of the 
Redeemer's exaltation, the goſpel of the grace of 

God was ſent among the nations, -the good tid- 
ings of peace and ſalvation are publiſhed abroad 

| in the world; and a goſpel it is, which is accom- 
panied 'with the ſpirit and bleſſing of the Moſt 
high; by which means multitudes of mankind 
in every age have been convinced, reclaimed, 
and converted : convinced of the evil and dan- 
ger of their ways; reclaimed from the paths of 
the deſtroyer; and ſavingly converted to God; 
ſo becoming ſincere and ſpiritual ſubjects of the 
Mediator's kingdom, and viſible monuments 
and trophies of his diſtinguiſhing and all-con- 
quering grace and power. Theſe are chriſtians 
indeed ; whoſe hearts are right with God, who 
being reconciled and renewed by grace, have no 
longer fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of 
darkneſs ; but being made free from ſin, and becom- 
ing ſervants of God, they have iheir fruit unto ho- 

lineſs, 
& Acts xiii, 39, + AQvv. 31. 


of providence, as well as 
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a, ond the and euctlafting life}. And as often 
as a ſoul thus es, and returns to 
God, Satan loſes a ſubject, and his ruinous de- 
ſigns and n of GH are defeated and de- 


lere. 


4. The Son of God deſtroys 0 es afhe 
devil by the exertion of his power and authority 
in the government of the world: the kingdom 
grace, is under the 
wiſe and holy adminiſtration of the Son of God: 

bim kings reigu, and princes decree juſtice : 
he g princes and potentates on the earth 
are ſubject to his rule; e all ye gods). 
He is never at a loſs for and means 
to do his pleaſure, and bis wiſe and holy plea- 
ſure it is to make uſe of inſtruments and means. 
Beſides the immediate efficacy of his grace, 
there are the ſeveral inſtruments of his provi- 
dence for furthering the ends of his grace and 
glory : Inſtruments ſometimes raiſed-up occgſion- 
ally, to do eminent ſervices in their day and ſta- 
tion for the cauſe of God and religion: while 
there are others who may be juſtly ſtiled, his 
e ordinances for good. 


His faithful miniſters are ſuch, the miniſters 
of the everlaſting goſpel ; all whom he has call- 
ed and qualified vith integrity and zeal to diſ- 
penſe the faithful word, of whatever party and 
denomination among men; theſe are endeavour- 
ing, in the name and ſtrength of their Lord and 
Maſter, both to preach down and live down the 
vices and immoralities of the times: and _ 


Rom. vi. 22, f 0 i Pſal. xcvii. 7. 
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of ſuch a ſpirit and conduct are ſpecial bleſſings 
in their ctive ſpheres. Farther, 


All real chriſtians (in their meaſure) are God's 
ordinance for this end. They are all as lights ſet 
up in a dark place, and when our lights ſo ſhine 
before men that they are thereby led to glorify 
our Father who is in heaven, we are ſuitabl 
anſwering the end of our high and heavenly 
calling. The private chriſtian, even of low de- 
gree, who demeans himſelf in a way becomin 
the goſpel, may be an inftrument of great es 
to others; by our example, by our prayers to 
God, by our well-timed and prudent advices, 
cautions and reproofs, and many other ways, 
we may be happily ſucceſsful in weakening Sa- 
tan's kingdom, and in ſaving the ſouls of men 
from ruin. | 


There is one inſtance more, which I have re- 
ſerved to a little larger conſideration, as being 
-moſt immediately connected with the deſign of 
this ſervice, and of the Society to which I am 
ſpeaking; namely, Governors and magiſtrates 
are God's ſtanding ordinance and wiſe appoint- 
ment for deſtroying the works of the devil.” 
Magiſtracy and civil government are eſſentially 
neceſſary to the ſafety and comfort of mankind 
in their preſent ſtate; for ſuch is the levity and li- 
centiouſneſs of human nature, that the whole world 
would be an aceldama or a field of blood, with- 
out the regulations and reſtraints of government. 
Eaſy it is to figure to ourſelves what anarchy and 
_ confuſion, what filthineſs and debaucheries, 
what riot and exceſſes, what rapine, oppreſſion 
and bloodſhed, W every where practiſed, 

ö but 
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but for the reſtraints of human laws, and the 
terror of the ruler's ſword : ſo that a wiſe, a 
righteous, an impartial and active magiſtrate, is 
the ordinance of God for the greateſt temporal 
good to mankind; accordingly we find it a 
moſt expreſs command in ſcripture, That 
chriſtians be ſubject to principalities and powers, 
and to obey magiſtrates*.”—*< To ſubmit them- 
ſelves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's 
ſake:” i. e. to every regulation and appoint- 
ment of the civil government for the common 
good; governors being ſet for the puniſoment of 
evil-doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well +. 
And we are told more fully ſtill, that the 
higher: powers are ordained of God; and they 
who reſiſt them, (in the righteous execution of 
their charge) reſiſt an ordinance of God,” whoſe 
miniſters they are, in point of office, even 
though they were heathens in point of religion ; 
and therefore they bear not the ſword in vain . 
Their office then is moſt ſacred and important, 
and the vigorous and due exertion of their au- 
thority, in ſuppreſſing wickedneſs. and immora- 
lity, is of the greateſt utility and benefit both to 
religion and civil ſociety. Happy is it for a 
people, when the laws of the realm ſecond 
and inforce our obſervance of the laws of the 
true God; and when their magiſtrates and go- 
vernors rule in the fear of the Lord, and with a 
ſincere and truly chriſtian ambition to approve 
themſelves both in the ſight of God and man; 
being terrors to the wicked and profane, and 


* &f © - 


-an. encouragement and praiſe to the virtuous and 
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Thus I have diſpatched the erer bead 
propoſed; and what remains is, . 


IV. To attempt ſome improvement of the ſub- 
ject ſuitable to the occaſion: and this will be 
diſpatched in three particulars. 


Uſe 1, What has been above repreſented may 
ſerve to convince us, of what prodigious im- 
* portance to a nation it is, that thoſe who have 
it in their power, ſee to the effectual execu- 
e tion of the laws againſt Vice and Profaneneſs.“ 
It is a very great happineſs to a community to 
be in poſſeſſion of good and wholſom laws: 
But what are the beſt of laws, unleſs they are 
duly put into execution ? The benefit of ſocie- 
ty ariſes not from the enacting but the obſer- 
vance of laws. Almoſt every thing that is dear 
and valuable to us as men and chriſtians, is in 
ſome ſort connected with the vigilance of thoſe 
in power: A truth which ſtands with me in fo 
ſtrong a point of light, that I own, had I a voice 
which could reach the ear of all who bear rule 
in the land, eſpecially of the worſhipful magiſ- 
trates of this great and populous city, I ſhould 
think myſelf well employed in exerting it on 
the preſent ſubject and occaſion. 


With due deference to their exalted character 
and ſtation, I ſhould think it my duty humbly 
to remind them ——*< How greatly the good of 
civil ſociety and the preſent happineſs of all ranks 
and degrees of men, depends upon their activity 
and vigilance in putting our laws in force : the | 
benefit of ſociety, the common ſafety and com- | 


2 mon 
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mon diſtinct from the obligations of re- 
ligion, and all conſiderations of another world, 
would furniſh me with an obvious and very co- 
gent plea for the vigorous exertion of their au- 
thority. The neceſſity and utility of civil go- 
vernment is a thing ſelf-evident; and the incon- 
ſiſtency of ſome vices with the proſperity and 
good of the community, is equally obvious to 
common ſenſe. Vile preſumptuous ſinners, 
the practiſers in chambering and wantonneſs, 
in drunkenneſs and riot, injuſtice and oppreſ- 
ſion, rapine and robbery, cruelty and bſcod 3 
the impudent dealers in falſhood and profane- 
neſs, blaſphemy and oaths, are ſo many avowed 
enemies, not only to God but to human kind, 
the peſts of ſociety, the common nuſance, the 
ſcandal and the bane of communities, who, if 
not carefully diſcouraged and ſuppreſſed, like 
perſons that are infected with the plague, 
will diffuſe the dreadful contagion wherever 
they come. If therefore in ſuch caſes magiſtra- 
cy ſleeps, and the reins of government are ſuf- 
fered to drop, and remain on the neck of wick- 
edneſs and vice; if the morals of the people are 
neglected, ſo that lewdneſs, debauchery, and 
every other beaſtly and criminal exceſs is con- 
nived at, and ſuffered to be practiſed with bold- 
neſs and impunity : what with the contagious 
and faſcinating nature of all ſin indulged, what 
with the force of evil example, and what with 
the extravagancies, miſeries, and haſty ruin, 
which are ever in the rear of enormous crimes, 
the moſt opulent and proſperous ſtate in the 
world will ſoon ſink into poverty and con- 
tempt, decay and ruin, falling by its own dead 
weight, without any violence from a foreign 
| - hand. 
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hand. I would wiſh farther to remind 
them of the ſacredneſs of their office, and the 
height of their commiſſion.” 'They are miniſters 
of God, who bear his commiſſion as well as 
man's: miniſters of God, and therefore they 
bear not the ſword in vain. And how does the ar- 
gument gather ſtrength when we add chriſtian to 
the whole! Chriſtian magiſtrates in a chriſtian 
land ; under the commiſſion of a chriſtian, a 
virtuous, a proteſtant prince | Here the motives 
riſe with grandeur on the mind.—“ A compaſ- 
„ ſion not only to the bodies but the ſouls of 
„men, — the honour of God and true religion in 
<& the world, - the promotion of that virtue and 
„ goodneſs which is reckoned to be its own re- 
ward, — the preventing the preſent and endleſs 
c ruin of fellow-immortals,—as well as the 
<« bleſſing and reward of heaven here and here- 
after.“ For they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the 
brightneſs of the firmament, and they that turn ma- 
ny to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and ever“. 


I could not forbear, with the greateſt ſeriouſ- 
neſs and ardour, to urge the ſeveral pleas of 
chriſtianity for their effectual countenance and 


aid in promoting the work of reformation of 
manners. 


I would plead the caſe of . the wicked and 
profligate themſelves z thoſe unhappy immor- 
tals, who, being carried down the torrent of a 
general and fatal depravity, are ſwiftly moving 
in a courſe that will ſoon drown them in perdi- 
tion. Theſe are proof againſt the moſt weight 
counſels and warnings; unimpreſſed by the 


ten- 
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tendereſt advices, the moſt paſſionate intreaties, 
madly determined on moſt certain ruin] they 
need the more the friendly hand of power, kind- 
ly to force them on the ſhore of temperance and 
ſobriety for a time, to recover them, if poſſible, 
to ſome recollection and cool thought, and to 
ſee the evil and danger of their ways ; that ſo, 
by the bleſſing of God, they may be recovered 
from the ſnare of the wicked, be reclaimed, re- 
formed, renewed, and ſaved from ruin. | 


I would plead the caſe of others, eſpecially 
the riſing generation. How grieving ! how a- 
larming the aſpect of the times | how numerous 
the temptations to profaneneſs and bold ſinning 
what numbers of lovely and hopeful youth are 
ſeduced, enſlaved, . and finally ruined by their 
unreſtrained intemperances and luſts! they ftep 
out from under parental reſtraints with all the 
vigour and bloom of - healthful innocence; they 
engage at firſt in the buſineſs of their ſtation 
with diligence and care, and with a becomin 
ambition to do well in the world; their minds 
at this time furniſhed with ſentiments of integri- 
ty, modeſty, frugality and virtuous induſtry, to 
their parents comfort and their maſters ſatisfac- 
tion. But after a time, through that ſelf-ſufficien- 
cy and want of caution, which are too common 
at their years, a temptation preſents, and they 
venture upon the enchanted ground of the 
faſhionable amuſements and pleaſures of the 
town; and thus they ſoon become a prey to 
them who lie in wait to deſtroy. One fatal even- 
ing's debauch opens and paves the way to gra- 
dual and utter ruin; the bounds of modeſty and 
virtue tranſgreſſed, their minds and conſciences 

become 
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become defiled, and a total alteration for the worſe 
ſoon appears: their active induſtry and care ſink 
into indolence and neglect; temperance and fruga- 
lity give place to extravagancy and exceſs ; while 
that youthful modeſty, docility, and delight in 
duty, which uſed to give a luſtre to all their 
conduct, are ſtrangely loſt in boldneſs, imper- 
tinence, and impatience of all control; if not 
followed (as is too often the caſe) by the: prac- 
tices of fraud and deceit, and the more deſpe- 
rate meaſures of ſupporting the farther gratifica- 
tions of their luſts: mean while the healthful 
bloom of countenance withers apace into pale- 
neſs and diſeaſe, and nature itſelf ſoon droops, de- 
cays, languiſhes and iſſues in death. And thus how 
often does the tender parent loſe the promiſing 
and delightful child ; the maſter a dutiful and 
faithful ſeryant, the community a uſeful mem, 
ber, and the ſovereign a good ſubject! all in 
conſequence of an unhappy ſufferance of theſe 
nurſeries of vice, theſe works of the devil, to re- 
main ſo rife and daring, which it is much in the 


magiſtrates power to diſcountenance and deſtroy. 
Farther, 


Was I favoured with an hearing, I would zeal- 
ouſly recommend the plan and deſign of this So- 
ciety to their worthy patronage and care: A So- 
ciety whoſe plan and proceedings are not calcu- 
lated to ſerve the intereſts of any particular ſect 
or party among us, but to promote the public 
good; the public good in its moſt eſſential inte- 
reſts, the morals ot the people : A Society moved 
with a diſintereſted zeal for the honour of God 
and true religion, concerned for the common 
good, the preſent and everlaſting — of 

| their 
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their fellow-men ; ſeeing with grief and concern 
the dangerous and deſtructive e of a general 
depravity and corruption of manners, have en- 
_ tered themſelves as volunteers, to act in oppoſi- 
tion to the crying ſins of the times: but exert- 
ing themſelves wholly in conformity to the ſta- 
tute laws of the realm, and under the authority 
and intire direction of the magiſtrate, with a 
view to aſſiſt him to the utmoſt of their power 
in detecting, expoſing, and puniſhing thoſe enor- 
mous and foul crimes, which endanger the wel- 
fare and very being of ſociety. Men of ſober 
and worthy characters, who thus dedicate much 
of their time and pains, nay who hazard often 
their health, their ſafety, their limbs, and even 
their lives for the public utility, 'muſt needs de- 
ſerve the warmeſt countenance and encourage- 
ment from the chriſtian magiſtrate, and the 
thanks and eſteem of their fellow- citizens. 


Uſe 2. It is farther to be inferred from what 
has been advanced, that as the Reformation of 
Manners is a very important and beneficial, ſo it 
is a moſt arduous and difficult undertaking. 
The works of the devil cannot be deſtroyed but 
by great aſſiduity and pains, and in the face of 
the moſt deſperate reſiſtance and oppoſition: 
Permit me then to addreſs you as a Society, with 
reſpect to this your laudable and very weight 
engagement. | 


All fulſome praiſe and flattery apart, by 
which I could propoſe no end, I view you as a So- 
ciety embodied in the fear of the true God, and 
animated by a ſpirit and with a view that is tru- 
ly chriſtian, meaning by the whole of your pro- 
8 ceedings 
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ceedings to promote the honour of our holy reli- 
gion and the good of mankind, and willing to be 
at great pains and expence for ſo uſeful and wor- 
thy an end. Tet however good your intentions, 
the uſe and fucceſs of your undertaking depends 
under God upon the prudence and propriety of 
your conduct in the execution; nor ought you ever 
to forget that the beſt of cauſes has miſcarried by 
an unſkilful and improper management; which I 
hope will ever ſtimulate your minds to conduct 
yourſelves in all things with the utmoſt propriety 
and care; perhaps our bleſſed Saviour's advice is 
applicable to no particular caſe more fully than to 
yours: Be ye wiſe as ſerpents and harmleſs as doves*. 
They that would be inſtrumental in reforming o- 
thers, muſt be unblameable and circumſpect in all 
things themſelves, keeping themſelves even from 
the appearances of evil : for the more public our 
character the more obſerved our conduct; and every 
perſonal and private miſtake in behaviour will be 
imputed to the whole Society; for which reaſon 
you will I hope always continue to be ſolicitous 
and careful more about the fitneſs than the num- 
ber of your members. And as to the buſineſs in 
hand, you had need be armed with every moral 
and chriſtian principle, in order to maintain your 
ground; for the lovers of unlawful pleaſure will 
take every opportunity to affront and abuſe you, 
as well as every advantage to diſcourage and diſ- 
treſs you. Multitudes alſo, of more decent cha- 
racers themſelves, yet are ſo far neuters to mora- 
lity and goodneſs, as to wiſh your confuſion rather 
than ſucceſs : nay many there are of ſome ſobriety 
and religious profeſſion, who through a falſe and 
il-judged compaſſion to thoſe you bring * 


* Matt. X. 16. 
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the laſh of the law, or from a miſtaken and extra- 
vagant notion of liberty, and an exceſſive diſtaſte 
to all compulſions of every kind, or frgm what- 
ever other cauſe, are unhappily inclined to re- 
ceive every unfavourable report, and to take 
pleaſure in every inſtance of oppoſition to your 
good + deſigns. In ſuch circumſtances as 
theſe, it is eaſy to ſee what piety and prudence, 
what patience and candour, what ſteadineſs, 
courage, and chriſtian integrity in all things, 
are in the higheſt degree neceſſary to the proſe- 
cuting an affair of this kind with advantage. 
Whatever your provocations be, arm yourſelves 
with patience, moderate your paſſions, guard a- 
gainſt perſonal diſguſt, and every deſire to re- 
venge perſonal injuries and affronts, or to expreſs 
even a reſentment: Let your temper be truly 
chriſtian, be moderate and candid, compaſſion- 
ate and kind, even to them who leaſt of all de- 
ſerve it; by which means you will evidence to 
every man's conſcience, that you are animated by 
that Spirit which is from above; and that you 
are the friends and not the enemies of thoſe you 
bring to juſtice for their crimes. 


— 
% 

* 

* 
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Theſe things have been particularly inculcated 
on the like occaſions by much abler hands; ſo 
that neither time nor inclination admit of en- 
largement.—I conclude this head therefore with 
two or three articles of advice; which I appre- 


hend peculiarly neceſſary in the preſent times. 
And, 


1. My advice is, That you be always exceed- 
ing careful that your whole proceedings are ſuch 
as the laws of the land will juſtify and ſupport : 

| | Con- 
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Conſider well your inſtructions and their extent: 
Take particular care you give no juſt occaſion for 
any to blame you, or for delinquents to take any 
advantage againſt you: nor is it ſufficient that 
you guard againſt giving any advantage to per- 
ſons of character and probity, but if poſſible al- 
ſo defeat the efforts of villany, perfidy, perjury, 
and vice itſelf; remembering that your conflict 
is with thoſe who have no character to loſe, and 
no conſcience to reſtrain them from the moſt un- 
fair and injurious proceedings. 


2. In apprehending the vile and the profli- 
gate, take ſpecial care you at no time miſtake 
your perſons. 


Lewdneſs is a reigning ſin, and the ſtreets of 
concourſe ſwarm with proſtitutes ; but in appre- 
hending theſe dangerous ſeducers of our youth, 
great caution mult be always uſed, that none but. 
ſuch be ever moleſted; a ſingle miſtake here, 
will be heightened into an unpardonable crime : 
And ſorry I am to ſay it, but it muſt be ſaid, 
your difficulty is peculiarly great in this particu- 
lar as times now go: Times, wherein unhapp1- 
ly (for the cauſe of modeſty and ſobriety) it is 
reckoned the height of politeneſs, for ladies of 
faſhion to give themſelves almoſt every air that 
uſed to be deemed a characteriſtic of the ladies 
of the town, Herein therefore let the greateſt 
precaution be always taken. 


3. My farther advice is, that you obtain the 
magiſtrates concurrence and aid as to every 
branch of your undertaking ; it is by his authori- 
ty you act, and with his encouragement yo 
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help you may hope for ſucceſs 3 but without it 
your utmoſt and beſt efforts will prove abortive; 
and every ſuch inſtance will greatly weaken your 
laudable deſign, and no leſs ſtrengthen the hands 
of profaneneſs and vice. It ſeems highly neceſſi 
alſo that in all your attempts you ſhould act wi 
united ſtrength and vigour, 'that you may ſecure 
yourſelves againſt the infults and mjuries which a 
ſmaller number may be expoſed to and ſuffer by. 
Carry if poſſible every point you undertake, that 
thoſe you attempt to bring to juſtice may have no 
occaſion to exult and triumph. 


Finally, As to yourſelves, while you are con- 
cerned and grieved at the wickedneſs of the times 
and are aiming to recover others from the paths 
of the deſtroyer, take, O take ſpecial heed to 
your own hearts and ways. Suffer yourſelves to 
do no evil that good may come of it, take no in- 
direct meaſures, let none of you venture upon for- 
bidden and unwarrantable ground as a means of 
more effectually detecting the ſcenes of darkneſs. 
Bur as men fearing God, keep your very garments 
unſpotted by the fleſh, abſtain from every appear- 
ance of evil, and content yourſelves with doing 
all the good you can, though you fall ſhort of do- 
ingall the good you would. And in the continued 
exerciſe of piety, prudence, precaution and care, 
you may cheartully look up to the God of all 
grace for that direction and protection you need, 
and for that bleſſing and ſucceſs which you 
deſire. 


Uſe 3. From what hath been advanced on this 
grave and weighty ſubject, we gather what is the 
bounden duty of all real chriſtians, namely, to lay 
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to heart, and (what in them lies) to forward the 
work of reformation among us. We ought all to 
be reformers: in our different places and 'ftations. 
Righteouſneſs, we have heard, exalteth a nation, 
and foul tranſgreſſions are the ſhame, the load and 
the ruin of it Every friend of religion and vir- 
tue, nay every friend of his king and country, 
ſhould be willing therefore to lend an helping hand 
to promote ſo good a work. In our families, our 
* re and our larger ſpheres of influ- 
ence and action, we may all do ſomething for the 
common. good : By our inſtructions, advices, 
our prayers and our examples, much may be done 
to recommend religion and ſobriety, and to dif- 
courage and put to ſhame the vicious and profane. 
And it ought to be the great concern of all that 
wear the chriſtian's name, and would hope to ſhare 
in his happineſs and peace, to depart from all ini- 
quity : the chriſtian faith requires, that we deny 
all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and that we live ſo- 
berly, rigbteouſly and godlily in this preſent world, 
looking for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt . 
And as it behoves us to be careful of theſe things 
for ourſelves, ſo alſo to dſe our utmoſt influence 
to engage others in the like practice. And in or- 
der hereto, beſides the means above ſpecified, it 
is in the power of moſt of us to aid and aſſiſt in ſo 
gooda work, if not by our perſonal aſſiſtance, yet 
at leaſt by our liberal contributions towards it.—1 
molt ſincerely and warmly recommend to all pre- 
{ent as well as to the public the intereſts of this Soci- 
ety. They are willing to beat great pains and charge 
for the common good, and are ſo far from acting 
with any lucrative or mercenary views, that to 5 
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void all imputations and ſlanders on that head, they 
decline receiving any part of thoſe pecuniary fines 
which by ſtatute-law they are intitled to from of- 
fenders. This renders their undertaking very ex- 
penſive and burdenſome ; the manner too in 
which they have been oppoſed by thoſe they 
meant to reclaim, has added greatly to this diſ- 
couraging weight. The Society therefore at preſent 
needs and craves your aſſiſtance; nor is it reaſon- 
able the burden ſhould wholly reſtupon them: it is 
enough that they chearfully bear the numerous 
hazards and toils, and tlie unreaſonable reproach- 
es and injuries of the vicious and profligate; they 
highly deſerve the thanks and commendation, 
nay the generous and effectual aſſiſtance of all 
who have the leaſt regard to religion and good- 
neſs, ſobriety and humanity, decency and good 
order, nay the common ſafety and common good; 
If therefore you have any deſire for the public 
welfare, any concern for your dear children and 
friends, any zeal for the glory of God, the ho- 
nour of religion, and the everlaſting good of im- 
mortal ſouls, extend your kind and liberal hand 
of help to fo laudable, ſo beneficial, and bene vo- 
tent a deſign. And may our God awaken a ge- 
neral concern for his own intereſt and glory, and 
diffuſeapublicSpirit, and an unfeigned zeal for the 
publie good, through the hearts of all ranks and 
degrees among us; then, through the grace and 
power of the Son of God, and his bleſſing upon 
the active endeavours of his ſervants, the works 
of the devil ſhall be brought low and deſtroyed, 
and the work of righteoutneſs ſhall be peace, and 
the effect of righteouſneſs ſhall be quietneſs and 
aſſurance for ever.. K 


THE END. 
ee 
"* * * . 


